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A hygienic cover for a hair brush is an elastic plastic netting
of lycra polyester stitched into a tunnel shape with open and
closed ends. This cover is rolled on a hollow insert with two
open ends. A hairbrush is inserted into and through the insert.
The closed end of the cover hits the end of the brush and the
cover is stretched over the brush and slides off the insert and
compresses around the brush head. The cover is porous and
the holes grow when stretched, allowing the brush bristles to
pass through the cover. When allowed to slide off the insert
and collapse around the brush, the cover closes tightly around
the bristles to prevent debris from reaching the brush head.
The cover protects the brush in use. After each use, the
hygienic cover can be taken off and replaced by a new cover.

18 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
HYGIENIC HAIR BRUSH COVER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to hygienic devices
for hair brushes. Hair brushes readily accumulate a large
quantity of hair, dandruff, and other detritus in use. Cleaning
them can be a difficult and time-consuming process. For the
average consumer, this can be an occasional annoyance. For a
professional hair dresser, who may brush the hair of ten
different people in a single day, it is a costly and frustrating
necessity. After every client the brush must be thoroughly
cleaned, which is can take several minutes, depending on
brush type etc. If multiple brushes are used, each must be
cleaned.

Over the years, various devices have been developed in an
attempt to mitigate this problem. However, none have worked
in a satisfactory manner. Most such devices are designed for
use with one specific brush, or are unsuitable for use with a
blow-dryer, or simply have unsatisfactory performance.

Needs exist for improved methods for protecting and
cleaning hair brushes.

SUMMARY

It is to be understood that both the following summary and
the detailed description are exemplary and explanatory and
are intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed. Neither the summary nor the description that fol-
lows in intended to define or limit the scope of the invention
to the particular features mentioned in the summary or in the
description.

In certain embodiments, the disclosed embodiments may
include one or more of the features described herein.

Ahygienic cover for a hair brush is an elastic plastic netting
of lycra polyester stitched into a tunnel shape with open and
closed ends. This cover is rolled on a hollow insert with two
open ends. A hairbrush is inserted into and through the insert.
The closed end of the cover hits the end of the brush and the
cover is stretched over the brush and slides off the insert and
compresses around the brush head. The cover is porous and
the holes in the cover grow when stretched, allowing the brush
bristles to pass through the cover. When allowed to slide off
the insert and collapse around the brush, the cover closes
tightly around the bristles to prevent debris from reaching the
brush head. The cover protects the brush in use. After each
use, the hygienic cover can be taken off and replaced by a new
cover.

A new brush hygiene apparatus includes a hygienic cover
in the shape of a tunnel with one closed end and a hollow
insert open at two ends. The hygienic cover is made of an
elastic, porous material, and in its unstretched condition is
smaller in major diameter than the hollow insert. The
hygienic cover can be rolled onto the hollow insert for storage
in a stretched condition and application to a brush.

In one embodiment the elastic, porous material is lycra
polyester. In one embodiment, the hollow insert is made of
cardboard. The shape of the hollow insert may be optimized
for a particular brush such that the bristles and head of the
particular brush can easily pass through the hollow center of
the insert. In one embodiment, the hollow insert is in the
shape of a hollow cylinder.

In one embodiment, wherein the elastic, porous material is
lycra polyester, the hollow insert is made of cardboard, and
the hollow insert is in the shape of a hollow cylinder.

A new brush hygiene cover applicator and storage appara-
tus has a hollow insert with two open ends. An elastic brush
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cover can be stored on the hollow insert and applied to a brush
by passing the hollow insert over the brush’s head.

A new brush cover method involves rolling a hygienic
cover in the shape of a tunnel with one closed end onto a
hollow insert that is open at two ends. In one embodiment, a
brush is inserted into one open end of the hollow insert, the
brush is extended through the hollow insert and out the sec-
ond open end, and the hygienic cover is caught on the end of
the brush, stretching the hygienic cover and pulling the
hygienic cover off of the hollow insert as the brush passes
through the hollow insert and collapsing the hygienic cover
around bristles and a brush head of the brush.

In one embodiment, the hygienic cover is removed from
the brush head. The hygienic cover that was removed from the
brush head may be cleaned and placed on the hollow insert.
The hygienic cover may be replaced on the brush head with a
second hygienic cover. In one embodiment, the brush is used
to brush hair. The hygienic cover may be discarded.

In one embodiment, a comb is inserted into one open end of
the hollow insert, the comb is extended through the hollow
insert and out the second open end, and the hygienic cover is
caught on the end of the comb, stretching the hygienic cover
and pulling the hygienic cover off of the hollow insert as the
comb passes through the hollow insert and collapsing the
hygienic cover around teeth and a body of the comb.

In one embodiment the hygienic cover is made of lycra
polyester. In one embodiment the hollow insert is made of
cardboard. In one embodiment the hollow insert is in the
shape of a hollow cylinder. In one embodiment, the brush is
used to brush hair while a blow-dryer is used on the hair.

These and other objectives and features of the invention are
apparent in the disclosure, which includes the above and
ongoing written specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated
herein and form a part of the specification, illustrate exem-
plary embodiments and, together with the description, further
serve to enable a person skilled in the pertinent art to make
and use these embodiments and others that will be apparent to
those skilled in the art.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a hygienic brush cover with insert
and cylindrical hair brush.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a hygienic brush cover being applied
to a cylindrical hair brush.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a cylindrical hair brush with a
hygienic brush cover applied to it.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an insert.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An improved hygienic hair brush cover will now be dis-
closed in terms of various exemplary embodiments. This
specification discloses one or more embodiments that incor-
porate features of the invention. The embodiment(s)
described, and references in the specification to “one embodi-
ment”, “an embodiment”, “an example embodiment”, etc.,
indicate that the embodiment(s) described may include a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic. Such phrases
are not necessarily referring to the same embodiment. When
a particular feature, structure, or characteristic is described in
connection with an embodiment, persons skilled in the art
may effect such feature, structure, or characteristic in connec-
tion with other embodiments whether or not explicitly
described.
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In the several figures, like reference numerals may be used
for like elements having like functions even in different draw-
ings. The embodiments described, and their detailed con-
struction and elements, are merely provided to assist in a
comprehensive understanding of the invention. Thus, it is
apparent that the present invention can be carried out in a
variety of ways, and does not require any of the specific
features described herein. Also, well-known functions or con-
structions are not described in detail since they would obscure
the invention with unnecessary detail.

FIG. 1 shows a cylindrical hair brush 2 with handle 1 and
head 3, on which bristles 5 are attached in a 360 degree
configuration. A flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 is rolled
on a hollow cardboard insert 7, which is adjacent to the brush
in preparation for application of the cover. The flexible
hygienic hair brush cover is close on one end 11 and open on
the other.

FIG. 2 shows a cylindrical hair brush 2 midway through
application of the cover 9. Hollow cylindrical insert 7 has
been passed over the brush head 3 (not visible), catching the
closed end of the flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 on the
end of the brush 13 and stretching it and pulling it off the end
of the insert 7. As the flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 is
stretched, its pores become larger and pass over brush bristles
5, contracting towards the center of the brush 2. At this stage
in the application, the flexible hygienic hair brush cover is
stretching but has not been completely pulled off of the hol-
low insert 7, which has yet to pass over the brush handle 1 and
off of the brush. Note that alternatively, the brush could be
inserted in the other end of the insert 7, first hitting the closed
end of the flexible hygienic brush cover 9 and exiting the open
end, to achieve the same result.

FIG. 3 shows the cylindrical hair brush 2 after the flexible
hygienic hair brush cover 9 has been applied. As the hollow
insert 7 is passed over the brush handle 1, the flexible hygienic
hair brush cover 9 is stretched until enough tension is gener-
ated that the open end slips off the edge of the hollow insert 7,
allowing the entire flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 to
contract back towards its unstretched size, collapsing around
and down the brush bristles 5 towards the brush head 3.

In its unstretched state the flexible hygienic hair brush
cover 9 is tight around the brush bristles 5, acting as an
essentially solid barrier to prevent passage of detritus through
to the brush head 3. At this point, the brush bristles 5 are
substantially exposed and the brush can be used as normal to
brush hair, with the flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 pos-
ing no obstacle. Hair, dandruff, and other debris accumulates
on the flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9, rather than the
brush 2, and the flexible hygienic hair brush cover 9 can be
easily removed as necessary for hygiene purposes by stretch-
ing and pulling the cover 9 off the brush 2.

Ahygienic cover for a hair brush is an elastic plastic netting
of lycra polyester (pantyhose) stitched into a condom-like
tubular shape with one open end and one closed end. In one
embodiment, the hygienic cover material is a combination of
lycra polyester and cotton, which reduces static build-up. The
elastic material is kept rolled on a compact hollow cylindrical
cardboard paper insert that prevents the cover from collapsing
completely into its unstretched form when not in use.

To use the hygienic cover, a hairbrush is inserted into the
cardboard insert and the cardboard insert is passed along the
length of the hairbrush and off of'it. As the insert passes over
the brush, the closed end of the hygienic cover hits the end of
the brush and the hygienic cover is stretched over the brush.
When the cover is fully stretched, it comes off of the insert and
compresses around the brush head. The cover is porous and
the size of the holes grow when it is stretched, allowing the
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brush head bristles to stay standing up and pass through it.
When allowed to slide off of the insert and collapse around the
brush head, the hygienic cover closes tightly around the brush
bristles to prevent passage of any debris through to the brush
head.

The brush is then used with the hygienic cover on. The
hygienic cover protects the brush from accumulation of hair,
dandruff, etc. After each use, the hygienic cover can be taken
off and replaced by a new cover. The old cover can be cleaned
or discarded. Ordinarily, brushes have to be cleaned after
every client, which is very time consuming. In contrast, the
hygienic cover can be replaced in seconds. If necessary, the
top of the bristles can be cleaned very quickly as well.

The hygienic cover is elastic and can accommodate vary-
ing brush sizes and shapes, including flat and cylindrical
brushes, as well as combs, but comes in several sizes to better
fit very small or large brushes. It also comes in different
shapes, for optimal ease of application and fit on atypical
brushes, and can be used for all kinds of brush applications
including human and animal grooming. The cross section of
the hygienic cover is typically circular or elliptical, but could
be any shape (e.g. triangular) if suitable for a given brush
head. It comes in different colors for decoration or to match
the appearance of the brush.

Similarly, the hollow insert is in a shape with a large
enough opening to be used with a variety of different brushes.
However, for ease of application and storage, different inserts
are made in a variety of shapes and sizes optimal to certain
types of brushes.

Critically, the hygienic cover can be used during blow
drying and does not melt under the heat or conduct the heat to
a client’s scalp or hair, as other plastic or metal materials are
prone to do. Even a blow dryer with a concentrator does not
melt the cover. The cover does not conduct heat the way metal
does and actually insulates the client to some extent from the
blow dryer heat. The cover also makes the brush less staticy,
improving the client experience and ease of brushing.

The invention is not limited to the particular embodiments
described above in detail. Those skilled in the art will recog-
nize that other arrangements could be devised, for example,
various cover and insert materials and shapes for various
applications in hair styling, animal grooming, or other appli-
cations involving concern for hygiene or contamination and
passing of protrusions through foreign materials. While the
invention has been described with reference to specific illus-
trative embodiments, modifications and variations of the
invention may be constructed without departing from the
scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A brush hygiene apparatus, comprising:

a hygienic cover in the shape of a tunnel with one closed

end, and

a rigid hollow insert open at two ends,

wherein the hygienic cover is made of an elastic, porous

material, and in its unstretched condition is smaller in
major diameter than the hollow insert,

wherein the hygienic cover is rolled onto the outer surface

of the hollow insert in a stretched condition prior to
application to a brush,

wherein the hygienic cover and hollow insert are config-

ured such that, when the hygienic cover is rolled onto the
outer surface of the hollow insert and a hair brush is
passed through the hollow insert, the hair brush pulls the
hygienic cover off the hollow insert and onto the hair
brush, collapsing the hygienic cover around the hair
brush head in a stretched condition with bristles of the
hair brush extending through the hygienic cover.
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2. The brush hygiene apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
elastic, porous material is spandex polyester.

3. The brush hygiene apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
hollow insert is made of cardboard.

4. The brush hygiene apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
shape of the hollow insert is optimized for a particular brush
such that the bristles and head of the particular brush can
easily pass through the hollow center of the insert.

5. The brush hygiene apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
hollow insert is in the shape of a hollow cylinder.

6. The brush hygiene apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
elastic, porous material is spandex polyester, the hollow insert
is made of cardboard, and the hollow insert is in the shape of
a hollow cylinder.

7. A hygienic brush cover method, comprising:

rolling a hygienic cover in the shape of a tunnel with one

closed end onto a rigid hollow insert that is open at two
ends,

wherein the hygienic cover is made of an elastic, porous

material, and in its unstretched condition is smaller in
major diameter than the hollow insert,

inserting a brush into one open end of the hollow insert

with the hygienic cover rolled on it,

extending the brush through the hollow insert and out the

second open end, and in so doing catching the hygienic
cover on the end of the brush,
stretching the hygienic cover and pulling the hygienic
cover off of the hollow insert as the brush passes out the
second open end and through the hollow insert, and

collapsing the hygienic cover around bristles and a brush
head of the brush.
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8. The method of claim 7, further comprising removing the
hygienic cover from the brush head.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising cleaning the
hygienic cover that was removed from the brush head and
placing it on the hollow insert.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising using the
brush to brush hair.

11. The method of claim 8, further comprising replacing
the hygienic cover on the brush head with a second hygienic
cover.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising discarding
the hygienic cover.

13. The method of claim 7, further comprising inserting a
comb into one open end of the hollow insert, extending the
comb through the hollow insert and out the second open end,
and catching the hygienic cover on the end of the comb,
stretching the hygienic cover and pulling the hygienic cover
off of'the hollow insert as the comb passes through the hollow
insert and collapsing the hygienic cover around teeth and a
body of the comb.

14. The method of claim 7, wherein the hygienic cover is
made of spandex polyester.

15. The method of claim 7, wherein the hollow insert is
made of cardboard.

16. The method of claim 7, wherein the hollow insert is in
the shape of a hollow cylinder.

17. The method of claim 7, further comprising using the
brush to brush hair while using a blow-dryer on the hair.

18. The method of claim 10, further comprising using the
brush to groom an animal.
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